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of an interdict) in all our cities! To see the doors of
the churches watched, and Christians driven away from
them like dogs; all divine offices ceased; the sacra*
ment of the body and blood of the Lord was not
offered; no gathering together of the people as wont at
the festivals of the saints: the bodies of the dead not
admitted to Christian burial, but their stench infected
the air, and the loathsome sight of them appalled the
living; only extreme unction and baptism were allowed*
There was a deep sadness over the whole realm, while
the organs and the voices of those who chanted God's
praises were everywhere mute."j

Of the clergy of Prance, some in servile, or in awe-
struck obedience, at once suspended all the offices of
the Church. The Bishops of Paris (the Archiepiscopate
of Sens was vacant), of Senlis, Soissons, Amiens, Arras,
the Canons of Sens, being more immediately under
royal jurisdiction, ventured on timorous representations.
" The people were in a state of pious insurrection.
They had assembled round the churches, and forced the
doors; it was impossible to repress their determination.-
not to be deprived of their services, their tutelary saints,
their festivals. The King threatened the clergy with
the last extremities." Innocent rejected their frivolous
excuses, which betrayed their weak faith; the Church
must no longer labour under this grievous scandal; all
who had not fulfilled the Papal mandate before Holy
Thursday were to answer for it at Eome. But some
sense of national independence, some compassion for
their people, some fear of the King, induced others to
delay at least the full obedience, the Archbishop oi
Rheims, the Bishops of Laon, Noyon, Auxerre, Beauvais,
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